
 

 

Putnam Valley is divided into several zoning districts as illustrated in the Zoning map. The following 
brief descriptions of each zoning district are summarized from Chapter 165, Zoning, of the Town Code 
that was adopted in 19951,2. 

Preservation District (PD) (Town Code Sec. 165-11) 

The Preservation (PD) Zoning District encompasses lands that are publicly owned, owned by a quasi-
public entity, or are tax exempt. The PD zone is primarily used for permanent open space purposes or 
low-intensity recreational purposes. The PD zones are generally located in the northern half of Town 
and encompass all of Fahnestock State Park. 

Conservation District (CD) (Town Code Sec. 165-12.A.) 

The purpose of the Conservation (CD) Zoning District is to provide for single-family residences while 
maintaining substantial areas of open space and protecting environmental resources and various 
ecological features. In addition to single-family development, a variety of community-based facilities, 
recreational uses, and low impact commercial uses are permitted. The CD zones generally buffer the 
PD zoned areas from the residential zones. 

Rural Residential Districts (R-1, R-2, R-3) (Town Code Section 165-12.B-D). 

The Rural Residential Zoning districts allow for the creation of three-acre, two-acre, and one-acre lots. 
While the three-acre Zoning District is intended to encompass lands that are environmentally 
constrained, the one-acre zones tend to overlay existing densely populated areas. Although the intent of 
these districts is to provide for residential development, a variety of commercial and business-oriented 
uses are permitted by special use permit. 

Lake Peekskill Residence District (LP) (Town Code Sec. 165-12.E.) 

The Lake Peekskill (LP) Zoning District has the highest density and covers the areas surrounding Lake 
Peekskill. Although the creation of a lot in Lake Peekskill now requires at least two acres, the vast 
majority of the existing lots in this zone are closer to 0.5-acre in size. 

Neighborhood Commercial (CN) (Town Code Sec. 165-13.A.) 

The purpose of the Neighborhood Commercial (CN) Zoning District is to encourage the integration of 
small-scale shopping areas that provide limited services in small business districts. These areas are 
designed to serve the adjacent residential community, without competing with general commercial 
uses and services found in the CC-1 and CC-2 zones. There are a limited number of parcels currently 
zoned CN, which are located primarily at Adams Corners, Crofts Corners, Oscawana Corners, and 
Tompkins Corners.  

Community Commercial-One (CC-1) (Town Code Sec. 165-13.B.) 

The Community Commercial-One (CC-1) Zoning District provides a variety of highly regulated and 
intense commercial activities at Oregon Corners. CC-1 is designed to accommodate most retail and 
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service needs of the residents. The CC-1 District is intended to establish the commercial character of 
the Town through its balanced mixture of land uses, architecture, streets, environmental, and 
pedestrian orientation.  

Community Commercial-Two (CC-2) (Town Code Sec. 165-13.C.) 

The Community Commercial-Two (CC-2) Zoning District provides for a variety of commercial 
activities that are of moderate intensity in scale and traffic generation and are similar to, but more 
restricted than, uses allowed in the CC-1 zone. The uses permitted in this zone are to serve the 
convenience and needs of the greater Putnam Valley community and must be compatible with the 
residential character and environment of adjacent neighborhoods. The two areas currently zoned CC-2 
are located along Morrissey Drive, leading up to Lake Peekskill, and the area around the intersection of 
Wood Street and Bryant Pond Road.  

In addition, the Town of Putnam Valley has designated an Environmental Management District that is 
further subdivided into an overlay and two districts. These are not shown on the Zoning map but are 
described further in the cited sections of the Putnam Valley Town Code3. 

Wetlands and Watercourse Overlay (Town Code Sec. 165-24)  

The purpose and intent of the Wetlands and Watercourses (W) Overlay District is to implement 
programs and policies of the Master Plan and Chapter 144, Freshwater Wetlands, of the Code of the 
Town of Putnam Valley, as they relate to preserving resources for flood protection, erosion control, 
wildlife habitat, pollution treatment, open space, groundwater and surface water quality, recreation and 
other benefits associated therewith. 

Hillside Management District (Town Code Sec. 165-25) 

The purpose and intent of the Hillside Management (HM) District is to implement the programs and 
policies of the Master Plan, as they relate to protecting designated ridgelines and steeply sloped areas 
from erosion and maintaining the natural character and amenity of hillsides and ridgelines as a scenic 
resource of the Town. 

Ground and Surface Water Protection District (Sec. 165-26) 

The protection of the Town's lakes, ponds, reservoirs, wetlands, streams, drinking water, and 
watershed areas from surface water and groundwater contamination is essential to the proper 
maintenance of the quality and quantity of water in the Town and surrounding communities. It is, 
therefore, necessary to protect these areas from development encroachment, erosion, and water 
pollution from surface or subsurface runoff. 

 

References 
1 Code of the Town of Putnam Valley. § 165-6 Establishment of Zoning Districts. 
ecode360.com/9474829 . 
2 Town of Putnam Valley, New York Comprehensive Plan and Generic Environmental Impact 
Statement (GEIS), 2007, pp. 1–111. 
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Creating a Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) in the Town of
Putnam Valley is a partnership project between Hudson Highlands
Land Trust and Cornell University Department of Natural
Resources, with funding from the Environmental Protection Fund
through the New York
State Department of
Environmental
Conservation Hudson
River Estuary Program.

Creating a Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) in the Town of
Putnam Valley is a partnership project among the Putnam Valley
Commission for Conservation of the Environment, Hudson
Highlands Land Trust and Cornell University Department of
Natural Resources, with funding from the Environmental Protection
Fund through the New
York State Department
of Environmental
Conservation Hudson
River Estuary Program.
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